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departments his active co-operation and counsel are stiH needed. The municipal government of all considerable towns is vested in a committee of the inhabitants, who raise taxes and expend the proceeds on roads, sanitation, water-supply, medical relief, education, and other public needs. It is the duty of the Collector to guide and control the working of these municipal institutions. He is also, usually, the Chairman of the District Board which, with the aid of subsidiary local boards, maintains roads, schools, and dispensaries, and carries out sanitary improvements in rural areas with funds derived from loca* rates. The ordinary day's work of the Collector-Magistrate entails many other miscellaneous duties, which vary in accordance with circumstances and of which it would be difficult to give a complete list. The Government looks to him for information on all important occurrences which take place in his District, he is called on to advise on general schemes which may be under consideration, and he is expected to explain to the people any new orders of the Government which they may not readily understand. In times of stress and difficulty his duties and responsibilities are increased tenfold. If a collision is apprehended between Hindus and Muharamadans, or if an agrarian difficulty is likely to result in outrage, it is to his tact and firmness that the Government looks to prevent violence, and, if necessary, to quell disorder, Should the District be attacked by famine he is responsible for the lives of the people; he must watch minutely, and keep the Government informed of, the progress of events, and must organi2e and carry out measures of relief. For the proper discharge of his many duties he must be accessible to and intimately acquainted with the inhabitants. This acquaintance cannot be gained at the desk or on the bench, and accordingly the Collector-Magistrate spends several months of the year in camp. During his tours he inspects the working of the various departments with which he is concerned, satisfies himself as to the manner in which his subordinate officers are carrying* out their duties, and advises and encourages them in their work. At the same time he gets to know the people of all parts of the Districted they have a ready opportunity of discussing their affairs with him. The local magnates will visit his tent with some ceremony; the village elders will come and chat with him about the prospect of their crops, the assessment of their lands, the opening of a new school, some local quarrel regarding a right of way, tb& 'Which wwred in tbe village during the oixer details m wWcli tfat E a